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NEWTON  HOUSES  BUILT  BEFORE  1855 


FOREWORD 

Scattered  through  the  streets  of  Newton  are  a 
surprising  number  of  houses  which  illustrate  the 
architectural  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
our  community  since  the  late  17th  century.  The 
first  rectangular  dwellings  with  central  chimneys, 
two-chimney  colonials,  the  stately,  well-propor- 
tioned houses  of  the  Federal  period — all  may  be 
found  standing  and  in  reasonably  good  condition. 

Nearer  1855,  the  shut-off  date  for  this  listing, 
came  the  beginnings  of  Victorian  ornamentation 
with  the  Gothic  or  Italianate  influence,  a  number 
of  houses  of  the  Greek  Revival  style,  and  even  a 
novelty  with  ten  sides. 

The  architectural  heritage  of  an  area  is  one  of 
its  cultural  resources  and  is  of  considerable 
significance  and  interest  to  its  people.     In  or- 
der that  the  citizens  of  Newton  may  become  more 
familiar  with  the  older  houses  of  this  city  and 
with  the  fascinating  variety  and  individuality  of 
home  styles  to  be  found  here,  this  study  was  under 
taken.     It  can  be  considered  a  worthy  direction 
for  the  attention  of  the  Jackson  Homestead,  Newton 
unique  historical  museum. 

Hopefully,  this  listing  will  further  a  pride  of 
ownership  in  houses  of  earlier  periods,  so  that 
many  of  these  will  be  appreciated  and  preserved. 
Perhaps  more  people  of  Newton  will  come  to  realize 
that  having  an  old  house  can  be  an  asset  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  community.     Often  exceptionally 
well-built,  many  an  early  house  can  be  preserved  t 
benefit  generations  yet  to  come. 
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Perhaps  you  are  wondering  why  1855  was  selected 
as  the  cut-off  date  of  this  study.     At  the  Jackson 
Homestead  is  a  map  of  Newton  with  a  dot  for  each 
house  standing  in  that  year.     In  most  sections  the 
name  of  the  owner  at  that  time  is  also  included. 
(Incidentally,  we  believe  this  map  to  be  amazingly 
accurate.)     The  first  step  was  to  determine  how 
many  of  those  houses  are  still  standing,  and  then 
we  proceeded  from  there.     There  were  visits  to  City 
Hall  and  to  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  countless 
telephone  calls  to  present  owners. 

In  dating  the  houses,  we  delved  into  four  Newton 
histories:     Francis  Jackson* s  History  of  Newton 
(1854);  History  of  Newton  by  Samuel  Francis 
Smith  (1880);  King's  Handbook  of  Newton  by  M.  F. 
Sweetser  (1889);  and  Tercentenary  History  of  New- 
ton by  Henry  K.  Rowe  (1930).     We  used  maps  of  the 
city  dated  1700,  1831,   1848,  1852  and  1855,  as  well  as 
a  succession  of  Newton  Atlases  from  1874  to  1929. 
City  Directories  from  1868  on  were  helpful  as  to 
the  occupations  of  the  house  owners,  and  early  tax 
lists  gave  further  information. 

Of  particular  assistance  v/as  a  manuscript  written 
by  J.  Cheever  Fuller  in  1918  and  entitled  West 
Newton,  Mass.  in  1856  as  I  Remember  It.  The 
author  listed,  street  by  street,  most  of  the  houses 
of  West  Newton  in  1856,  with  the  owners  at  that  time. 
This  and  other  items  from  the  extensive  archives 
of  the  Jackson  Homestead  provided  a  wealth  of 
material. 

Such  a  study  as  this  is  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  many  years  ago  a  considerable  number  of  houses 
were  moved  from  one  location  to  another  —  all  this 
in  the  days  before  overhead  wires  and  horrendous 
traffic.     Some  were  moved  when  the  railroad  tracks 
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were  increased  from  two  to  four,  but  there  were  many- 
other  reasons  why  houses  were  moved.     Tracing  the 
history  of  a  moved  house  is  most  difficult.  A 
previous  publication,  #2  of  the  Jackson  Homestead 
series,  was  entitled:     Some  of  the  Older  Houses  in 
Newton.     For  this,  extensive  and  meticulous  research 
was  carried  out  by  the  late  Mr.  Fred  C.  Alexander, 
first  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Jackson  Homestead.     A  great  many  of  the  facts  which 
he  uncovered  have  been  incorporated  into  this  later 
edition.     Much  further  material  has  been  added  by  a 
team  of  dedicated  volunteers,  alias  the  "Newton 
Detectives,"    who  spent  endless  hours  in  the  process. 

The  volunteer  research  team  for  the  West  Newton  area 
consisted  of  Mrs.  Phillip  J.  Balasa,  Miss  Eleanor 
Bartlett,  Mrs.  Nathan  D.  Bugbee,  Mrs.  Bernard  Field, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Fisher,  Mrs.  Richard  W.  Husher, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Kiebala,  Miss  Annabel  McNab,  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Patterson  and  Mrs.  Richard  Schwartz.     Only  through 
their  cooperative  efforts  was  this  achievement 
possible. 

Assisting  me  with  the  photography  were  Henry  Finch, 
Harold  Lewis,  Eugene  Wadman  and  Robert  Walker. 
Miss  Kathlyn  Hatch  provided  technical  guidance. 
Final  typing  was  done  by  Miss  Beatrice  Holland. 
To  all  of  these  go  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  wealth  of  information  and  constant  backing 
provided  by  the  staff  are  deeply  appreciated. 
Mrs.  Ruth  E.  Cannard,  Director-Curator  of  the 
Jackson  Homestead,  has  designed  all  of  the  books 
in  this  series  and  prepared  them  for  the  printer; 
Mrs.  Duscha  Scott,  the  Homestead  Archivist,  gave 
frequent  and  extensive  help  to  the  volunteers  and 
Mrs.  Susan  Ostrowski  assisted  in  countless  ways. 
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A  special  kind  of  thanks  is  extended  to  my  husband, 
E.  Graham  Bates,  for  his  chauf f euring,  cooperation 
and  patience. 

There  is  no  claim  to  complete  accuracy  in  this 
listing.     Records  are  sparse  and  facts  most 
difficult  to  come  by.     Surely  there  are  omissions. 
It  is  hoped  that  those  who  discover  errors  or  who 
can  share  additional  information  will  contact  the 
Jackson  Homestead. 


Dorothy  S.  Bates,  Chairman  of  Research 
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WEST    NEWTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


INTRODUCTION 


Back  in  1720  three  farmsteads  comprised  the  area 
now  known  as  West  Newton  — those  of  John  Fuller, 
Isaac  Williams  and  Richard  Park.     The  first  group  of 
dwellings  and  other  structures  which  constituted  the 

beginnings  of  a  new  community 
were  clustered  near  the  Natick 
Road  (now  Washington  Street) , 
which  was  then  a  narrow  country 
road  lined  with  beautiful  shade 
trees.     Here  the  pretty  and 
peaceful  Cheesecake  Brook 
flowed  north  from  Waban  and 
toward  the  Charles  River.  Where 
it  crossed  the  Natick  Road, 
teams  had  to  splash  through  the 
water  and  pedestrians  used  a 
plank  if  one  was  available.  In 
later  years  the  brook  has  been 
confined  between  stone  walls 
and  in  places  flows  underground. 


app2.a/u>  today. 


In  front  of  a 
large  old  elm 
tree  near 
Phineas  Bond's 
Tavern  was  the 
town  pump. 
Nearly  all  the 
farmers 
stopped  to 
water  their 
horses  at  this 
well. 


It 


Old  dim  tAdd  and  Vhinda^  Bond^ ^ 
Tavdn.n  (U  thdy  appdoAdd  cuAca  HIS 


As  late  as 
1800  there 
were  said  to 

be  only  eleven  houses  within  a  mile  of  the  present 
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West  Newton  square.     When  growth  did  begin,  it  was 
onto  the  fertile  flatland  to  the  north,  although 
north  of  River  Street  there  were  still  only  broad 
swamps  and  a  good  peat  meadow.     Not  until  some  years 

later,  with  the  arrival 
of  the  railroad  and  the 
commuter,  did  the  popu- 
lation spread  up  the 
lovely  hill  to  the  south, 
where  even  in  1855  there 
were  only  four  accepted 
streets. 

It  was  in  1834  that  the 
Boston  &  Worcester  rail- 
road was  completed  as 
far  as  West  Newton. 
The  two  tracks 
were  on  the  level  with 
the  streets.  About 
1882  it  was  widened  to  four  tracks  and  in  1894  and  1895 
it  was  depressed  and  bridged,  causing  radical  changes 
through  the  heart  of  the 
villages. 


ili}2^t  Nmton  StcuUon 


Because  the  first  residents 
soon  felt  the  need  of  a 
place  of  their  own  in  which 
to  worship,  a  meeting  house 
was  erected  in  1764,  and  in 
1778  the  West  Parish  was 
officially  established.  It 
consisted  of  sixty  families 
scattered  from  Auburndale 
to  Newtonville.     At  one 
point  when  the  boundary  of 
the  parish  was  being  dis- 
puted, it  was  found  that 
the  line  in  question  ran 
through  a  squash  field  — 
in  fact  right  through  a 
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second  ConQKHQOtioYial 
CkuAch  cviaa  1S4S 
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large  squash.     Thereafter  the  village  of  West  Newton 
was  often  derisively  dubbed  "Squash  End." 

The  first  pastor,  Rev.  William  Greenough,  served  the 
church  for  fifty  years,  surely  an  outstanding  record. 
He  was  a  colorful  individual  who  continued  to  wear  a 
cocked  hat  and  the  knee  and  shoe  buckles  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary period  long  after  most  men  had  gone  into  long 
trousers . 


Land  for  a  burying 
ground  was  given  to 
the  parish  in  1781 
by  Col.  Nathan  Fuller 
This  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  Cherry 
and  River  Streets 
and  is  one  of  four 
early  cemeteries  in 
the  city.     The  first 
man  to  be  buried  here 
was  John  Bowers,  a 
jovial  tavern-keeper. 


Mi5s.Lm>iv  (,iu:!.>ciu,ii. 

nr.\  nu.T.HM  f;nr,r.>ov«,!!, 

»  '  n     ftiTKfrrKtf  otr 

r.ori.      f;f»\Ti>'v  tu  t,  r. 

irn:; 
fhr.i      fnf  •ifin  r»,.  m 


M/W.  Lt/d^a  GKddYiOUiQh  M.  VoXoA  VuaaqIZ 

b.  1763  d.  1S43  b.  1716  d.  ISIO 
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although  there  is  reference  to  an  earlier  tenant  — 
one  Jane  Nottige  who  died  of  smallpox  in  1777. 

West  Newton's  loca- 
tion was  an  important 
factor  in  its  history. 
With  the  main  road  to 
West  passing  through 
its  center,  thirty 
stages  stopped  there 
daily,  "sweeping  up 
to  the  doors  of  the 
village  inn  with 
great  cracking  of 
whips  and  shouting  of 
drivers,"  as  we 
learn  in  King's  Hand- 
book of  Newton  by 
M.  F.  Sweetser.  Sev- 
eral taverns  served  the  thirsty  public,  one  of  the  chief 
ones  standing  about  where  Elm  Street  joins  Washington 
Street.     In  this  "cosey  old  tap-room"  Lafayette  is  said 
to  have  stopped  in  1825. 

On  November  7,  1777,  Burgoyne's  captured  army  halted 
in  the  center  of  town  on  their  long  trek  from  Saratoga 
to  Cambridge,  so  that  the  officers  could  slake  their 
thirst  from  the  tavern's  famous  pewter  tankards,  while 
the  pathetic  prisoners,  hungry  and  weary,  began  fight- 
ing among  themselves.     According  to  Mr.  Sweetser, 
"Plying  their  swift  shillelahs  upon  each  others' 
heads,"  they  "made  such  a  Tipperary  festival  as  West 
Newton  has  never  seen  since,  and  filled  the  air  with 
resounding  imprecations."    The  men  were  dirty  and  emacia- 
ted, and  the  women,  who  seemed  to  be  beasts  of  burden, 
were  bent  double  from  carrying  heavy  baskets  on  their 
backs  —  the  contents  being  household  goods  and 
"children  peeking  through  andirons  and  other  utensils." 

In  1831  Seth  Davis  built  a  hotel  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Watertown  Streets,  known  for  some  years 
as  the  Railroad  Hotel.     West  Newton  was  the  end  of  the 


V^amcutic  oAAA^vaJi  tAcUn  and 
iitaQZcocick  In  b)Qj>t  Nmton, 
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line  for  Newton's  first  railroad  which  began  its 
runs  in  1834.     Since  this  was  where  passengers  for 
the  West  changed  to  stagecoaches,  this  was  the  per- 
fect location  for  a  hotel.     The  sturdy  brick  building 
remains  and  is  now  used 
for  business  purposes. 
Across  on  the  nearby- 
hill  on  Otis  Street,  was 
another  hostelry  known 
as  the  Hillside  Tavern 
where  it  is  said  that 
the  V.I.P.'s  of  the  day 
used  to  stay.  This 
building  succumbed  to 
the  Toll  Road  Extension. 

From  1830  to  the  1850' s, 
repeated  efforts  were        RcUlAOdd  OK  S^Xh  VcLVAj>  Hotdi 
made  to  divide  Newton 

into  two  parts  with  one  town-house  in  Newton  Centre 
and  the  other  in  West  Newton.     The  latter  finally  won 
out  and  became  the  seat  of  government  of  the  still 
united  community. 

Looking  at  early  maps  and  manuscripts  informs  one 
that  in  1855,  in  addition  to  a  few  stores,  there  were 
in  the  village  an  ice  house,  a  livery  stable,  carpet 
and  stocking  manufactories,  a  tinsmith,  a  wheelwright, 
a  blacksmith,  paint,  shoe  and  carpenter  shops,  and  a 
silk  and  lace  factory.     Here  are  clues  to  the  type 
and  scope  of  business  activities  in  this  section  of 
Newton. 

A  small  colony  of  negroes  settled  in  the  village  way 
back  in  the  17th  century  and  to  this  day  their  neigh- 
borhood has  maintained  its  identity  in  spite  of  the 
disruptions  caused  by  the  Turnpike. 

While  throughout  the  entire  19th  century  West  Newton, 
of  all  the  villages  of  Newton,  held  a  unique  reputation 


m  m  isi  1^  l-i 
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Mmton'6  Tom  Hovu>t,  tatoA 
CUy  Hall 


stood  at  the  corn- 
er of  Cherry  and 
Washington  Streets 
where  the  mini- 
park  now  is.  It 
was  erected  by  the 
West  Parish  in 
1781  and  enlarged 
both  in  1812 
and  1831.     In  1847 
Second  Parish  (as 
it  was  now  called) 
put  up  a  new  struc- 
ture next  door.  The 
older  building  then 
housed  a  Model 
School  for  exper- 
imental teaching 
with  the  village 
children.     The  low- 
er floor  was  occu- 
pied between  1848 
and  1880  or  later 


as  Newton* s  educational 
and  intellectual  center, 
the  middle  years  espe- 
cially contributed  much 
to  this  atmosphere.  Cul- 
tural activities  and 
politics  were  important 
to  the  people.     Mr.  M.F. 
Sweetser  speaks  of  the 
village  as  having  "an 
abundance  of  good  soci- 
ety and  an  unusual 
dearth  of  illiteracy 
and  other  objectionable 
features." 

A  building  of  importance 
in  West  Newton* s  history 


Second  VoJvU>h  Cong^cgcutional 
Cku/ich  iolth  latQA  altoAcutlon^ 
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by  the  West  Newton  Athenaeum  where  local  orators 
discussed  issues  of  the  day.     Outsiders  called  the 
debaters  "the  Incendiaries  and  Radicals  of  West  New- 
ton."    This  organization  of  itself  attracted  many 
intellectuals  to  the  community.     Finally  the  building 
became  Newton's  Town  House  and  later  the  City  Hall. 
Newton's  centennial  celebration  of  American  Indepen- 
dence was  held  here  in  1876. 

After  several  enlargements  of  the  1847  building,  work 
was  begun  by  Second  Church  in  1915  on  the  present 
handsome  Gothic  structure.     Another  fine  Gothic  church 
was  built  in  the  early  1900 's  by  the  West  Newton  Un- 
itarians.    That  group  had  been  meeting  since  1844, 
with  an  earlier  church  home  erected  in  1860.     One  of 
the  stained  glass  windows  in  the  present  church  is  of 
Horace  Mann  and  another  of  Cyrus  Peirce. 

Baptists  located  in  West  Newton  in  1866  and  dedicated 
the  Lincoln  Park  Baptist  Church  building  in  1871. 
The  Myrtle  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1874  by 
the  black  community. 

St.  Bernard's  Catholic  parish  first  gathered  in  1865. 
When  their  original  building  burned  in  1889  it  was 
replaced  by  the  present  large  brick  Gothic  structure. 

Temple  Shalom  on  Temple  Street  is  of  this  century. 

Another  early  landmark  of  great  significance  was  the 
distinguished  Greek  Revival  house  which  stood  at  the 
west  corner  of  Washington  and  Highland  Streets.  It 
was  built  in  1832  for  the  Fuller  Academy  which  used 
it  for  a  short  time.     After  a  two-year  occupancy  by 
Seth  Davis  for  his  school,   through  the  influence  of 
Horace  Mann,   it  became  the  second  home  of  the  first 
State  Normal  School  which  had  come  to  West  Newton 
from  Lexington.     When  the  Normal  School  moved  on  to 
Framingham,  Nathaniel  Topliff  Allen  opened  here  a 
private  preparatory  school  for  boys  and  girls, 
known  as  the  West  Newton  English  and  Classical  School  , 
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or  Allen  School 
as  it  was  often 


called.  The 
teachers  were 
liberal  and  pro- 
gressive and  the 
students  came 
from  all  over 
the  world;  many 
prominent  per- 
sons were  grad- 
uates . 


VuJUqa  Acadmy  built  In  1 S31 

The  first  kin- 
dergarten in  the  United  States  was  established  here  in 
1864.     Around  the  turn  of  the  century  the  Allen  School 
was  moved  to  new  quarters  on  Waltham  Street.     For  a 
time  the  old  institution  became  a  military  school  and 
then  went  out  of  existence. 

Music  too  had  its  place  in  the  community.  There  is 
mention  of  a  singing  school  in  the  1820 *s  and  later 
of  an  Orchestral  Club  as  well  as  a  Choral  Union. 

West  Newton  was  library-conscious  over  the  years.  Way 
back  in  1798  the  West  Parish  had  its  own  lending  li- 
brary of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  volumes.  The 
Adelphian  Library  began  to  function  in  Seth  Davis* 
Academy  in  1826.     From  1849  the  West  Newton  Athenaeum 
sponsored  a  Library  Association  and  built  up  a  collec- 
tion of  books  from  a  nucleus  of  the  two  earlier  librar- 
ies.    This  was  turned  over  to  the  Newton  Free  Library 
in  1894. 

In  Notes  from  West  Newton  Half  a  Century  Ago  writ- 
ten in  1917  by  Lucy  Ellis  Allen,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel,   she  refers  to  the  many  well-known  men  and 
women  who  lived  in  the  community,  stating:     "Their  pres- 
ence made  sunshine  and  right  living  easy,   their  coming 
and  going  changed  the  climate,  and  their  influence  can 
never  wholly  die..." 
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Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  life  of  Horace 
Mann  who  lived  from  1845  to  1852  at  the  corner  of 
Chestnut  and  Highland  Streets  in  a  house  which  is  now 
gone.     His  wife,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Peabody 
of  Salem,  was  an  authoress.     Mr.  Mann,  a  distinguished 
lawyer,  served  as  a  state  representative  and  senator 
and  later  as  a  member  of  Congress.     He  was  a  prodi- 
gious worker,  keeping  busy  fifteen  hours  a  day,  with 
never  a  day  off  for  eleven  years.     Temperance  was  one 
of  his  great  concerns  and  he  was  the  first  secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education.     He  originated  the 
Normal  Schools  of  Massachusetts  and  was  responsible  for 
bringing  the  first  one  to  West  Newton.     A  Unitarian 
by  persuasion,  he  was  a  founder  of  the  West  Newton 
Athenaeum.     Eventually  he  served  as  president  of 
Antioch  College  in  Ohio. 


T^ee  40Ki4  oi  Hokolciz  Hann,  --Bmjy,  Ho^aco,,  Jk.  and 
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StcLtmd  gl(U^  (A)yindou)  a^yi  ?AMit  Uyivta/uian  Cku/ick  ^koio- 
Ing  an  alZo^go^cal  {^Igu/it  Education  In  the  ccntdK 
u)yith  Cy^u^  VdAjicc  at  thu  Ic^t  and  Horace  Mann  at  the 
ntgkt. 

Vo^lgndd  and  made  by  Cka/iloA  J.  Conntck  A^^oclate^, 
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Somo,  the 
dAJitinQiiAjihzd 
19th  czntiJiVj 
2,ducaton^ 
Mho  tived  in 
W2.6t  Nmton 


NathayUel  T.  Allen 
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Cyrus  Peirce  was  the  first  principal  of  the  Normal 
School.     He  "lived  the  life  of  intellectual  work, 
of  uplifted  thought  and  noble  generous  feeling." 
Known  as  "Father  Peirce",  he  taught  with  precision. 
He  was  another  inveterate  worker,  even  acting  as 
janitor  if  the  situation  demanded. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Chesboro  and  William  S.  Whitewell  were 
eminent  engineers  who  were  responsible  for  bring- 
ing water  from  Cochituate  to  Boston. 

The  early  and  mid-1800 's  was  a  sexist  period  with 
few  women's  names  appearing  in  the  old  records.  For 
the  most  part  their  role  was  behind  the  scenes.  Of 
course  there  were  exceptions;  for  instance,  Elizabeth 
Peabody,  sister  of  Mrs.  Horace  Mann,  was  active  in 
the  kindergarten  movement.     Lydia  Maria  Child, 
who  lived  at  the  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Fuller 
Streets,  was  an  authoress  who  wrote  biographies  as 
well  as  books  on  the  religions  of  the  world.  Mrs. 
Caroline  Seaverance,  the  founder  of  the  first  Women's 
Club  of  Boston,  also  lived  in  West  Newton. 

According  to  Miss  Allen,  West  Newton  citizens  of  an 
earlier  day  were  not  out  for  personal  gain  alone 
but  "were  anxious  for  the  good  of  the  whole  world." 
They  "connected  themselves  with  Nature,  Art,  and 
Literary  Classes,  and  all  that  was  uplifting  to  the 
community  in  which  they  lived,   sensitive  to  the 
meaning  of  life,  giving  and  receiving  alike  and 
spreading  the  refining  influence." 

Lucy  Ellis  Allen  concluded  her  book  with  the  follow- 
ing paragraph:     "Should  we  not  be  proud  of  those  who 
made  our  village  and  city  what  it  is,  and  should  we 
not,  as  a  younger  generation,  follow  the  law  of  help- 
fulness, which  asks  each  one  to  carry  himself  so  as 
to  bless  and  not  blight  men,  to  make  and  not  to  mar 
them,  to  keep  to  the  reputation  of  fifty  years  ago. 
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of  having  West  Newton  distinguished  as  a  most  pro- 
gressive and  enlightened  coiranunity." 

Perhaps  her  words  have  something  to  say  another  half 
century  later. 
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Position  0|$  1SS5  map  a6ed  In  tkU>  /le^ea/icfi 


WEST  NEWTON  HOUSES  BUILT  BEFORE  1855 
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AUBURNDALE  AVENUE 


21-29  Auburndale  Avenue 


  Formerly  Emerald 

Street 
Between  1848  and  1852 
E.  Ryan-Owner  in  1855  and 

in  1874 
According  to  Rowe  *  s  Ter- 
centenary History  of 
Newton,  Edward  Ryan,  a 
laborer,  was  the  first 
Irishman  to  make  Newton 
his  home. 


Behind  the  more  recent 
additions  to  the  front 
of  this  house  may  be 
seen  the  original  ga- 
bled roof  with  double 
brackets  at  the  cornice. 
Extensive  additions 
have  been  made  to  the 
rear.     There  are  two 
old  granite  posts  at  the  steps  leading  up  from  the 
sidewalk. 


27-29  AubuAndalo,  Avenue 


62  Auburndale  Avenue  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

William  Quinn-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 


William  Qumn  was  a 
laborer. 

The  original  shape 
of  this  cottage  still 
remains . 


62  Aubu/Lndale,  Auenae 
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145  Auburndale  Avenue  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

Kilbride-Owner  in  1852 
McBride-Owner  in  1855 
Wilkins  and  Seaverns-Owners 
in  1874 


Daniel  McBride  was  a 
laborer. 

This  house  contains 
several  early  features 
including  a  Gothic 
peak  over  the  en- 
trance, brackets  at 
the  cornice  and  on 
the  porch  posts,  and 
shelves  with  brackets 
over  the  windows. 


145  Auba/indat^  kvmm 


AUSTIN    STREET  -  Formerly  Chestnut  Avenue 

370  Austin  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

J.  Foster-Owner  in  1855 
E.  T.  Stone-Owner  in  1874 


Joseph  Foster  served  as 
a  selectman  and  repre- 
sentative to  the  General 
Court . 

This  house,  with  its 
front  gable,  off-cen- 
ter front  door  with 
half  side  lights  and 
full-length  windows  on 
the  first  floor,  has 
many  characteristics  of 
the  late  Greek  Revival 
period*     The  carved 
brackets  on  the  porch 


370  kuubtin  StK2,2X 
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posts  are  traditional. 


371  Austin  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

C.Hudson-Owner  in  1855 
I.  N.  Tarbox-Owner  in  1874 


371  Au6tLn  StAtzt 


The  Rev.  Increase  N. 
Tarbox  was  secretary 
of  the  American  Edu- 
cational Society.  He 
is  referred  to  in 
King  *  s  Handbook  as 
"One  of  the  foremost 
of  New  England's  anti- 
quaries and  scholars." 
At  the  celebration  of 
Newton's  Centennial 
of  the  Revolutionary 
War  in  1876,  he  read 
an  original  poem. 


This  basic  rectangular  house  was  somewhat  altered 
following  a  fire. 

379  Austin  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

Carter-Owner  in  1855 
J.  Mead-Owner  in  1874 


John  Mead  ran  a  gro- 
cery store  in  a 
building  on  Washing- 
ton Street  which  was 
formerly  a  school- 
house. 

Over  the  windows  are 
shelf  lintels.  There 
are  attractive 
arched  Italianate 
windows  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  gabled 
ends. 


379  kvUitLn  StAt^J: 
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CHERRY  STREET 

157  Cherry  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

Samuel  J.  Hyde-Owner  in  1855 
T.  Kelley-Owner  in  1874 

A  Samuel  Hyde  is  listed  as  a  farmer  and  an  organizer 
of  the  Newton  Temperance  Society  and  Lyceum. 

Thomas  Kelley,  also  a  farmer,  ran  a  livery  stable  be- 
hind the  house. 


157  CkoAAy  StAd^ 


This  well-proportioned  dwelling  of  traditional  shape 
has  panelled  cornerboards  and  deep  cornices  with  re- 
turns at  the  gable  ends.     Originally  a  porch  extend - 
ed  across  the  front,  and  there  were  long  windows  on 
the  first  floor. 

201-203  Cherry  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1844 

E.  H.  Derby-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

This  basic  rectangular  house  has  upper  windows  which 
meet  the  cornice.     The  covered  entrance  porch  and 
addition  to  the  rear  are  undoubtedly  of  a  later  date. 
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201-203  CkoAAy  StAtoX 

384-386  Cherry  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1848 

George  E.  Allen-Owner  in 

1855  and  1874 

While  considerably  altered,  this  house  has  special 

significance  be- 
cause students  of 
the  West  Newton  and 
Classical  School 
boarded  here.  George 
Allen  was  a  brother 
of  Nathaniel,  foun- 
der of  the  school, 
and  was  a  teacher 
there.     He  was  an  in- 
corporator of  the 
first  Normal  School 
and  was  active  in  the 
West  Newton  Lyceum. 
George  Allen  was  also 
an  early  director  of 
He  served  on  the  first 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  as  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
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eral  Court.  He  was  president  of  the  Newton  Horti- 
cultural Society  and  the  West  Newton  Athenaeum. 

With  gable  end  to  the  street  and  cornice  returns, 
the  house  shows  a  Greek  Revival  influence. 

391  Cherry  Street  -  1845 

J.  S.  Cummings-Owner  in  1855 
M.  Dowling-Owner  in  1874 

J.  S.  Cuininings  was  known  as  "Captain." 

Mark  Bowling  was  a 
carpenter. 

The  house  has  been 
considerably  alter- 
ed, but  one  may  note 
the  cornice  returns 
and  substantial  cor- 
nerboards. 


391  ChoAAy  St/LZoX 

399  Cherry  Street  -  1845 

H.  Brackett-Owner  in  1846 
T.  W.  Herrick-Owner  in  1848 
Capt.  L.  Snow-Owner  in  1855 
L.  Snow  Heirs-Owners  in  1874 

T.  W.  Herrick  was  a  merchant  and  lumber  dealer. 

Captain  Loring  Snow  was  a  shipmaster. 

The  pedimented  cornice  on  the  front  gable,  molded 
window  frames  and  small  panes  still  remain.  (Picture 
shown  on  the  next  page.) 


25. 


Text  for  399  Cherry 
Street  on  previous 
page. 


399  Ck^^y  StAddt 

400  Cherry  Street  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

Rev.  C.  Peirce-Owner  in  1855 
C.  F.  Eddy-Owner  in  1874 

"Father"  Cyrus  Peirce  headed  the  first  Normal  School 
and  with  Nathaniel  Allen  opened  the  West  Newton 

English  and  Classi- 
cal School.     He  al- 
so lectured  at  the 
Lyceum.     Samuel  F. 
Smith,  in  his  His- 
tory of  Newton, 
states  that  Cyrus 
Peirce  "never 
hesitated  to  ad- 
vocate the  highest 
morality  and  the 
sacred  rights  of 
man."     The  Peirce 
400  ChWiij  StAQ^Q^t  School  was  named 

for  him. 

C.  F.  Eddy  was  listed  as  "furniture"  in  1868. 

Though  the  house  is  greatly  altered  the  second-floor 
window  frames  retain  cap  moldings. 
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432  Cherry  Street  -  Circa  1716 

Owners  to  1874  - 
William  Williams,  yeoman-1716 
Richard  Coolidge,  cordwainer-1732 
Peter  Durell,  yeoman--1743 
John  Allen,  merchant-1745 
Dr.  John  Allen-1751 
Joseph  Knapp-cordwainer-1765 
John  Pigeon,  merchant-1769 
Nathaniel  Greenough,  merchant-1777 
Jane  Pigeon-1786 
Thomas  Pratt,  merchant-1797 
Joseph  Knapp,  merchant-1803 
Thomas  Beals,  merchant-1808 
Samuel  Cooper,  merchant-1818 
Nathan  Warren,  gentleman-1832 
Samuel  Warren,  doctor-1836 
0.  F.  Lucas,  carpenter,  and  others-1874 


432  Chwiy  StAZdt 


This  house,  which  stood  originally  on  Washington 
Street  about  where  the  Police  Station  is  now,  is 
referred  to  as  the  "Warren  mansion."  Dr.  Samuel 
Warren  was  a  man  of  principle.     A  deacon  of  Second 
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Church,  he  refused  to  milk  his  cow  on  Sunday.  The 
uncomfortable  creature  was  sometimes  quite  noisy  dur- 
ing church,  but  the  doctor  still  refused  to  yield. 

The  oldest  part  of  the  building,  at  the  right  as  one 
faces  it,  was  built  as  a  half-house  with  two  win- 
dows to  the  right  of  a  front  door.     About  1750  it  was 
extended  to  the  left,  and  about  1785  it  became  a  true 
"mansion"  with  a  further  addition  which  included  a 
ballroom.     Inside  are  wide  floorboards  and  glassed-in 
openings  to  show  unusual  wall  construction. 

There  is  a  saltbox  slope  to  the  roof  in  the  rear. 

It  was  moved  to  its  present  location  between  1855  and 
1874. 

Here  is  a  fine  example  of  architectural  recycling  for 
business  use. 


CROSS  STREET 

12  Cross  Street  -  Circa  1850 

Part  of  vinegar  factory  in  1855 
A.  Raymond-Owner  in  1874 

In  the  1868  Directory  an  Ari  Ra3nnond  is  lifted  as  a 
clerg3niian  at  41  Tremont  Street,  Boston. 

The  Fuller  manuscript  states  that  this  house,  along 
with  number  16,  was  made  from  a  vinegar  factory  in 
1858.     Small  window  panes  remain. 

16  Cross  Street  -  Circa  1850 

Part  of  vinegar  factory  in  1855 
Wm.  H.  Trowbridge-Owner  in  1874 

Mr.  Trowbridge  is  listed  in  the  1868  Directory  as  a 
clerk. 
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Few  original  architectural  features  have  been  retained. 

40  Cross  Street  -  1849 

E.  Jenison-Owner  in  1849 
Wm.  F.  Walker-Owner  in  1855 
E.  T.  Wiswall-Owner  in  1874 


The  Jen(n)ison  family  came  to  Newton  in  1795. 

Along  with  David  C.  Sanger,  William  F.  Walker  opera- 
ted a  cabinet  manufacturing  shop  with  a  steam  engine 
in  the  cellar  of  the  house.  Mr.  Walker  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

Edmund  T.  Wiswall  was  a  milk  dealer  and  an  original 
member  of  the  Newton  Musical  Association. 


This  house  has  been  greatly  altered. 


DAVIS  AVENUE 

3  Davis  Avenue  -  1853 

Mrs.  J.  Purdie-Owner  in  1855 
C.  Burrill-Owner  in  1874 

The  land  for  this  house  was  purchased  from  Seth  Davis 
(see  32  Eden  Avenue) . 

Charles  Burrill  was  in  "millinery  goods." 

This  unaltered  Italianate  has  many  of  the  features  of 
the  Newton  version  of  that  style.     Note  brackets  at 
the  porch  and  gable  cornices,  and  also  over  the  windows. 
There  are  fine  quoin  corners  and  long  first  floor 
windows.     Inside  are  a  graceful  curving  staircase, 
carved  woodwork  and  two  fireplaces  with  black  marble 
facings  and  mantels.     (Pictures  on  next  page) 
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Int^Aio^  and  axtoxLo^  \)J^m6       3  Vav^u  Auenae 

EDEN    AVENUE  -  Formerly  Seth  Street 

32  Eden  Avenue  -  Circa  1825 

S.  Davis-Owner  in  1855  and  in  1874 

Seth  Davis  arrived  in  Newton  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
with  twenty-five  cents  in  his  pocket  and  all  his 
worldly  goods  tied  up  in  a  handkerchief.     With  only 
twenty  months  of  schooling  he  became  an  eminent 
teacher,  writer  of  textbooks,  lecturer  on  astronomy, 
trial  justice  and  county  commissioner.     He  was  al- 
ways in  good  health  and,  until  he  was  ninety, 
walked  to  Boston  on  each  birthday. 
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32  Eden  Avmuo, 


32  Edm  Avenue  (U  aX  appe^oA^d  about  1S60-70 


In  1817  Seth  Davis  opened  a  private  school  where  his 
teaching  of  geography,  map-drawing  and  declamations 
caused  consternation  among  the  townspeople.  The 
school  was  conducted  successfully  for  almost  forty 
years . 

It  is  noted  that  Mr.  Davis  was  treasurer  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  a  worker  for  temperance,  an  original 
corporator  of  the  Newton  Savings  Bank  and  librarian 
for  the  Adelphian  Library.     In  1831  he  built  the  Rail- 
road Hotel,  the  brick  building  still  standing  at  the 
junction  of  Watertown  and  Washington  Streets.  (See 
introduction.)     He  planted  many  trees  in  West  Newton. 
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Fifteen  thousand  people  helped  this  remarkable  man 
celebrate  his  hundredth  birthday.     According  to  King  *  s 
Handbook  of  Newton,  Seth  Davis  "was  a  lovely,  clear- 
minded  old  man  with  scarce-wrinkled  and  smooth-shaven 
face,  and  a  smile  full  of  brightness  and  vivacity." 
The  Davis  School  was  named  for  him. 

This  impressive  brick  house  was  approached  by  a  long 
driveway  from  Davis  Avenue.     It  has  fluted  Doric  col- 
umns on  the  porches,  and  such  unusual  features  as 
brick  pilasters  and  brick  dentil  trim  at  the  cornice. 

ELM  STREET 

22  Elm  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

J.  Perkins-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  D.  Kemp-Owner  in  1874 


This  house  has  been 
greatly  altered. 


n  Elm  StAQ,U 

37  Elm  Street  -  Before  1848 

J.  Powars-Owner  in  1874 

This  house  has  been  greatly  altered  with  major  changes 
being  made  after  1874. 

46  Elm  Street  -  Before  1848 

R.  Lucas-Owner  in  1855 
A.  E.  Royce-Owner  in  1874 
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Rodney  Lucas,  a  carpenter,  was  commander  of  G.A.R. 
Post  62  in  1888. 

Augustus  E.  Royce  was  a  merchant. 


Three  Corinthian  columns,  possibly  not  original,  orna- 
ment the  porch  of  this  house  of  Italianate  style. 
There  are  paired  brackets  at  the  cornice. 

62-64  Elm  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 
'  ___  Savage-Owner  in  1855 

C.  S.  Shepard-Owner  in  1874 

Capt.  Charles  T.  Savage,  active  in  the  organization 
of  the  Athenaeum,  was  referred  to  as  "a  distinguished 
citizen"  in  1848. 
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Brackets  at  the  cornice 
are  an  original  feature 
of  this  house. 


7(5  Elm 


62-64  EJbn  StAzoX 
Street  -  Probably  1840 *s 


From  certain  architec- 
tural features  it  is 
assumed  that  this  is 
an  altered  Greek  Re- 
vival house  which  was 
moved  to  its  present 
location  between  1874 
and  1886.     The  Ital- 
ianate  details  could 
have  been  added  at 
that  time. 


l6  EZm  StAtoX 


80  Elm  Street  -  1845-1846 


Thos.  W.  Herrick-Owner  1845-1846 
E.   S.  Chesbrough-Owner  1846 
J.  Lover ing-Owner  in  1855 
A.  Onthank-Owner  in  1874 


Thomas  W.  Herrick  was  a  lumber  dealer. 
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SO  Elm  Stn,2,QX 


E.  Sylvester  Chesbrough  was  an  engineer  involved  in 
bringing  the  water  supply  from  Cochituate  to  Boston 
in  the  late  1840* s.     (See  Introduction). 

Alonzo  S.  Onthank  appears  in  the  1875  directory  as 
"Restaurant,"  42  North  Market  Street,  Boston. 

This  Greek  Revival  house  has  Doric  pillars  at  the 
porch,  panelled  cornerboards ,  and  a  transom  and  side 
lights  by  the  front  door. 

89  Elm  Street  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

Dr.  J.  H.  Brown-Owner  in  1855 
J.  A.  Allen-Owner  in  1874 

Dr.  Brown  was  active  at  the  West  Newton  Lyceum. 

Joseph  A.  Allen  taught  at  the  school  run  by  his 
brother  Nathaniel.     His  specialties  were  spelling 
reform,  phonetics  and  methods  of  discipline.  He 
also  led  various  singing  schools.     Undoubtedly  stu- 
dents boarded  at  his  home. 


S9  Eim  Stn,Q.U 


This  is  another  Greek  Revival  house  with  Doric  pil- 
lars.    There  are  typical  small  window  panes,  long 
first-floor  windows  and  side  lights  by  the  door. 

90  Elm  Street  -  Circa  1844 

Capron  C.  Cook-Owner  in  1855  and  in 
1874 


90  Elm  StAzU 


Capron  C.  Cook  is  listed  as  merchant  and  grocer. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  the  house  in  1927  with 
quoin  corners,  paired  brackets  and  label  moldings 
over  the  windows,  all  of  which  features  have  since 
been  removed. 
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FULLER    STREET  -  Formerly  part  of  Homer 

Street 

193  Fuller  Street  -  Circa  1725 

Thomas  Brown-Owner  circa  1725 
Amos  Hyde-Owner  circa  1750 
Benjamin  Hyde,  son  of  Amos- 
Previous  owner 
I.  Frost-Owner  in  1823,  1855  and 
in  1874 


193  faUoA  StXtU 

All  the  owners  of  this  property  were  farmers.  Amos 
Hyde  is  recorded  as  singing  in  the  church  choir. 

The  house  was  first  enlarged  about  1750  and  greatly 
altered  between  1886  and  1895.     There  are  panelled 
cornerboards ,  small-paned  windows  and  returns  on  the 
Fuller  Street  facade.     Dormers  and  bays  are  additions. 

279  Fuller  Street-  1814 

Samuel  Dix-Owner  in  1814 
J.  D.  Dix-Owner  in  1855 
William  Dix-Owner  in  1874 

Since  the  Fuller  Street  area  was  the  best  farmland 
in  West  Newton,  Samuel  Dix  bought  land  on  both  sides 
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of  the  road  in  1811.     Lumber  for  a  farmhouse  was 
ordered  from  Maine  but  was  delayed  by  the  War  of 
1812;  hence  the  house  was  not  completed  until  1814. 
It  remained  in  the  Dix  family  until  1920. 


Here  a  succession  of  Dixes  operated  an  extensive 
farm  with  typical  stone  walls,  cows  and  horses, 
fruit  trees  and  bushes.     There  were  a  large  barn,  a 
watering  trough  in  the  cowyard,  a  toolshed  or  shop 
and  a  cider  mill.     A  windmill  stood  across  the  street. 

Members  of  the  Dix  family  were  active  in  the  West 
Parish.     Samuel  F.  Dix  served  as  a  selectman. 

The  basic  house  has  the  hip  roof  typical  of  the  Fed- 
eral period.     Alterations  and  additions  have  been 
made  over  the  years;  in  fact  one  sizeable  addition 
which  served  as  a  carriage  house  and  summer  kitchen 
was  later  torn  down.     An  original  fireplace  in  the 
west  end  has  been  stripped  of  twenty  coats  of  paint. 

HIGHLAND    STREET  -  Formerly  Orange  Street 

(Washington  to  Chestnut) 
and  Linden  Street   (Chestnut  Street  to  Newtonville) 


2  79  FaUoA  StAt^t 


This  section  of  West  Newton  hill,  according  to  plans 
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for  development  drawn  by  Alexander  Wadsworth  in  1849, 
was  known  as  Sylvan  Heights. 

102  Highland  Street  -  The  1840 *s 

Galen  Merriam-Owner  in  1848, 

1855  and  in  1874 

Galen  Merriam  was  a  coal  merchant  at  51  Harrison  Ave., 
Boston. 


(Above) 
(Left) 


102  Highland  StJinoX 

On  this  house  may  be  seen  many  of  the  characteristic 
features  of  a  substantial  residence  of  the  mid-nine- 
teenth century.     To  be  noted  are  paired  eave  brackets, 
fairly  ornate  porch  posts  and  a  center  railing  over 
the  side  porch.     The  window  treatment  is  varied  - 
floor-length  on  the  first  floor,  decorative  peaks  or 
molded  lintels  over  those  on  the  second  floor  and  a 
round  window  in  the  side  gable.     Small  panes  have 
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been  retained,  as  well  as  side  lights  and  transoms 
at  the  entrances. 

The  doorway  on  the  north  side  appears  to  be  a  main 
entrance,  but  apparently  there  was  never  a  driveway 
on  that  side. 

128  Highland  Street  -  Circa  1846 

W.  M.  Shiman-Owner  in  1848 
George  M.  Dexter-Owner  in  1851 
David  Howland-Owner  in  1855 
C.  F.  Howland-Owner  in  1874 

William  Shiman  was  a  merchant. 

George  Dexter  was  an  architect. 

David  Rowland  was  a  ship  chandler. 

C.  F.  Rowland 


I2S  Highland  StAHoX 
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An  original  L-shaped  house,  which  stood  about  where 
129  Chestnut  Street  is  now,  was  moved  to  adjoining 
property  on  Highland  Street  in  1873  so  that  David 
Rowland  could  build  himself  a  different  house  on  the 
Chestnut  Street  lot.     David's  son,  Charles  F. ,  moved 
into  the  older  house.     This  was  altered  once  in  1890, 
when  the  Norman  tower  was  added,  and  again  in  1929, 
this  time  by  Louis  F.  Bachrach,  founder  of  Bachrach, 
Photographers.     The  stable  of  the  newer  Chestnut 
Street  house  was  eventually  made  into  a  home  for 
Louis  Bachrach* s  son,  Fabian,  and  is  now  numbered 
124  Highland  Street. 

HUNTER  STREET 

21  Hunter  Street  -  Before  1831 

Joseph  W.  Stone-Owner  in  1831, 
1848  and  1855 
C.  F.  Tuttle-Owner  in  1874 

Joseph  W.  (Bogey) 
Stone  was  a  broker 
at  15  Commercial  St., 
Boston,  treasurer 
of  the  West  Newton 
Sabbath  School  and 
a  director  of  the 
Newton  and  Walt ham 
Gas-Light  Co. 

Charles  F.  Tuttle 
was  a  real  estate 
broker 

This  basic  house  of  colonial  proportions  was  moved 
to  Hunter  Street  in  the  1860 *s  from  Washington  Street 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  Highland  Street.  The 
present  doorway  is  of  a  later  date. 


21  HviYVtQJi  StAtoX 
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JAMES  STREET 

22  James  Street  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

J.  Fitzgerald-Owner  in  1855 
Heirs  of  J.  Fitzgerald-Owners  in 

1874 


John  Fitzgerald  was  a  farmer. 

This  cottage  stood  here  in  isolation  before  James 
Street  was  put  through. 


OAK    AVENUE  -  Formerly  Maple  Street 


65  Oak  Avenue  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

Herrick  Estate-Owner  in  1855 
C.  Tut tie-Owner  in  1874 

While  this  property  shows  on  Alexander  Wadsworth*s 
plot  plan  for  the  area  in  1844,  the  house  itself 
does  not  appear  until  the  1855  map.     It  has  been 
greatly  altered  over  the  years. 
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OTIS  STREET 


274  Otis  Street  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

I.  S.  Withington-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

Increase  Sumner  Withington  was  connected  with  the 
Merchants*  Exchange  in  Boston,  where  market  quota- 
tions and  shipping  news  from  all  over  the  world  were 
bulletined  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  was  located  on  State  Street  in  an  impressive 
Greek  Revival  building  with  beautiful  Corinthian 
columns. 

Mr.  Withington  was  very  musical  and  led  the  singing 
in  the  Old  South  Church  and  served  as  president  of 
the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society.     After  the  death  of 
two  of  his  children  he  took  up  spiritualism  in  a 
serious  way. 


Ilk  Otis  Street  is  unique  for  its  spacious  and  love- 
ly setting  which  in  Newton  properties  is  rare  indeed. 
The  distinctive  architectural  features,  which  give 
it  a  look  of  unusual  elegance,  are  probably  additions 
of  a  later  date.     These  include  the  Ionic  columns 
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at  the  elaborate  entrance,  and  the  repeated  pilasters 
against  the  facade.     Triple  groupings  of  long  first- 
floor  windows  topped  by  pediments  were  turn-of-the 
century  alterations.     The  white  marble  coal-burning 
fireplace  was  doubtless  original. 


PINE  STREET 


16-18  Pine  Street 


Between  1852  and  1855 
P.  Haley-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  Kelly-Owner  in  1874 


This  house  retains 
its  basic  rectangular 
shape  and  some  of  the 
small  window  panes. 


16- 1S  Vint  StAtQJ: 


RIVER  STREET 


54-56  River  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

F.  W.  Bacon-Owner  in  1855 
E.  A.  Paddock-Owier  in  1874 

This  vernacular  house  has  the  gable  to  the  street 
and  an  off-center  entrance.     (Picture  on  next  page.) 
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54-56  RlvQA  StA^^t 


228  River  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

J.  Quinn-Owner  in  1855  and  1874 


21S  RlvQJi  StAdU 


Mr.  Quinn,  who  lived  in  this  simple  cottage  so  many 
years,  was  listed  in  the  directories  as  a  laborer. 


TEMPLE    STREET  -  Formerly    Pleasant  Street 


34  Temple  Street  -  Circa  1849 

Andrew  J.  Allen-Owner  in  1849 
Galen  Merriam-Owner  in  1855 
William  H.  Hills-Owner  in  1874 

Galen  Merriam,  whose  own  residence  was  at  102  High- 
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land  Street  (which  see) ,  may  have  held  this  pro- 
perty for  rental  purposes. 

This  house  is  without  doubt  the  one  referred  to  in 
King^s  Handbook  of  Newton  as  the  summer  residence  of 
Hon.  Horatio  King,  Postmaster-General  of  the  United 
States  during  Buchanan *s  administration  in  the  late 
1850*s. 


34  Tmplz  StA.2,^t 


The  present  owners,  descendants  of  William  Chase, 
who  purchased  the  property  in  1920,  believe  that 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne  spent  considerable  time  here  as 
well  as  at  the  nearby  residence  of  Horace  Mann. 

This  Gothic  cottage  of  exceptional  charm  received 
major  alterations  between  1886  and  1895.     The  shing- 
ling and  the  fishscale  and  stick  trim  in  the  gables 
are  probably  of  that  period. 

60  Temple  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

W.  R.  Babcock-Owner  in  1855 
E.  F.  Davidson-Owner  in  1874 

Here  brackets  and  long  first-floor  windows  have 
been  retained.     At  the  entrance  are  a  transom  and 
side  lights  with  interesting  etched  glass.  Simple 
columns  ornament  the  front  porch  which  extends  be- 
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yond  the  house  on 
either  side  and  is 


probably  a  Colonial 
Revival  addition. 


60  Tmpld  SVidot 


VALENTINE  STREET 


12  Valentine  Street  •-  Circa  1840 

Mrs.  A.  Lamb-Owner  in  1855 
L.  Valentine-Owner  in  1874 

Mrs.  Abigail  Lamb  was  the  widow  of  John  A.  W.  Lamb. 

Lawson  Valentine  was  "in  varnishes"  at  32  Kilby  St. 
Boston. 

At  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in  East  Cambridge, is  a  con 
tract  between  John  A.  W.  Lamb  and  Granville  Fuller, 
apparently  a  carpenter,  signed  in  1840.     It  states 
the  sum  to  be  paid  "for  building  and  completing 
this  house"  as  $3930  and  contains  minutely  detailed 
specifications  as  to  the  construction.     This  would 
seem  to  confirm  the  date  of  the  house. 

Much  earlier  beams  were  used  in  the  construction, 
but  it  is  quite  possible  that  these  were  from  the 
old  Bulloughs  farm,  dating  from  before  1800.  This 
stood  near  the  original  location  of  12  Valentine 
Street  which  was  across  the  way  on  Chestnut  Street. 
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It  was  moved  to  its  present  site  between  1886  and  1895. 
Probably  it  was  then  that  Colonial  Revival  remodelling 
took  place. 

The  house  reflects,  in  an  interesting  way,  the  chang- 
ing tastes  of  its  owners  from  a  strong  Greek  Revival 
influence  through  the  later  alterations.     Of  special 
note  are  the  balustrade  at  the  roof line  and,  inside, 
several  astonishing  Victorian  radiators. 


WALTHAM  STREET 


309  Waltham  Street  -  Circa  1835 
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309  Waltham  Street  -  Continued 

J.  C.  Jones-Owner  in  1855 
J.  A.  Newell-Owner  in  1874 

Joseph  A.  Newell  was  listed  as  "boots  and  shoes." 


-  / 


309  WaUham  StAo^oX 


This  fine  Greek  Revival  has  two-story  fluted  Ionic 
columns  with  a  second-floor  balcony.     The  gable  is 
pedimented.     Small  window  panes  have  been  retained. 
This  house  is  an  example  of  fine  architecture  which 
has  been  untampered  with  over  its  many  decades. 

390  Waltham  Street  -  Circa  1846 

A.  P.  Ellis-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

Here  is  another  handsome  house  with  Greek  Revival 
features.     Note  the  fluted  Doric  columns  along  the 
full-length  porch,  side  lights  by  the  front  door 
and  exposed  rafters  which  decorate  the  cornice. 


See  next  page  for  picture. 
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"590  Waltkam  StAz^ 

398  Waltham  Street  -  Circa  1846 

H.  N.  Hobart-Owner  in  1855 
J.  G.  Barnum-Owner  in  1874 

John  G.  Barnum  was  a  furrier. 

The  Greek  Revival  fluted  columns  now  on  the  side 
porch  were  probably  originally  across  the  front. 
The  present  closed  porch  is  of  a  later  date. 


395  WaJUham  StAdoJ: 
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Ext^/UoK  vim       399  Waltham  StA^tt  and  Intwion. 
takm  cAAca  1900  ^kou)lng  M/t6.  EdiA)a/id  AugLi6tLui> 
Holifokz  kJUim. 


399  Waltham  Street  -  Circa  1735 

Dr.  Samuel  Wheat-Owner  in  1735 
0.  F.  Woodford-Owner  in  1855 
Samuel  S.  Kilburn-Owner  in  1874 

Dr.  Samuel  Wheat  came  to  West  Newton  in  1713  from 
Boston  and  became  the  village  doctor.     The  land  for 
his  home  was  purchased  from  the  large  farmstead  of 
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Jonathan  Park.     Dr.  Wheat  * s  daughter,  Catherine, 
married  Capt.  Thomas  Eustis  who  became  the  next 
owner  of  the  property.     They  had  eleven  children. 
(Catherine's  brother,  Samuel  Wheat,  Jr.,  had  seven- 
teen children.)     Dr.  Wheat  was  a  selectman. 

0.  F.  Woodford  served  as  Treasurer  of  Second  Church. 

Samuel  S.  Kilburn  was  a  designer  (engraver). 

In  1898  Mrs.  Edward  Augustus  Holyoke  Allen  moved  in- 
to this  house  with  her  children.     Her  late  husband 
was  a  first  cousin  of  Nathaniel  T.  Allen  and  had 
taught  at  the  Allen  School.     A  few  years  later  she 
moved  into  432  Waltham  Street. 

432  Waltham  Street  -  Between  1831  and  1848 


William  C.  Whitwell,  eminent  engineer,  introduced 
Cochituate  water  into  Boston  by  building  the  aque- 
duct along  with  E.   S.   Chesbrough,  who  lived 
on  Elm  Street. 


Whitwell-Owner  in  1848 
J.  C.  Ayres-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  C.  White-Owner  in  1874 


J.  C.  Ayres  was 
active  in  the 
West  Newton  Ly- 


Relatives  of 
Nathaniel  T. 
Allen  lived 


ceum. 


here  for  a  few 


rm 


years  in  the 
early  1900* s. 
(See  399  Wal- 
tham Street.) 


432  i^aJUkam  StAzzZ 
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432  Waltham  Street  -  Continued 

This  traditional  rectangular  house  has  bracketed 
cornices  with  returns  at  the  gable  ends.     There  are 
side  lights  and  a  transom  at  the  front  door. 

454  Waltham  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

W.  Bosworth-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

William  Bosworth  was  a  piano  maker  for  the  Chickering 
Company. 

While  there 
have  been  alter- 
ations on  this 
house,  the 
bracketed  cor- 
nices with  re- 
turns and 
small-paned 
windows  are 
still  there. 

454  Waltkam  StMtut 


WASHINGTON    STREET  -  Formerly  Natick 

Road 


1185  Washington  Street  -  Circa  1803 

Josiah  Fuller-Owner  in  1803 
Nathaniel  Fuller-Owner  Date  ? 
Seth  Davis-Owner  in  1824 
Charles  Washburn-Owner  in  1825 
Micah  M.  Rutter-Owner  in  1830 
Roger  Jermain(e)   (or  Germain) 
-Owner  in  1855  and  1874 
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CQ^YvtuJiy  (left)  and  today  (right) 


Josiah  Fuller  married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Greenough  and  was  a  selectman. 

Charles  Washburn  was  a  housewright. 

Micah  Rutter  was  a  trader." 

Roger  Germain  is  listed  as  a  "yeoman." 

The  original  brick  house  was  rebuilt  about  1824  af- 
ter a  fire.     An  early  picture  shows  traditional 
colonial  architecture.     After  this  there  was  con- 
siderable alteration  for  business  use,  but  the  line 
of  the  original  fan  window  still  shows  in  the  brick- 
work. 
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WATERTOWN    STREET  -  Formerly  Watertown 

Road 


819  Watertown  Street  -  Date  uncertain 

J.  Freeland-Owner  in  1852 
C.  Jewett-Owner  in  1855 
G.  W.  Rice-Owner  in  1874 

Charles  Jewett  was  an  original  member  of  Eliot  Church 
in  1845. 

G.  W.  Rice  signed  the  call  for  the  forming  of  the 
Church  of  the  Messiah  in  Auburndale  in  1871. 


'ft 


!  yp'llaiiiij 


819  WaX^Atom  StAdoX 

While  this  property  does  not  appear  on  city  maps 
until  1852,  both  the  Tomlinson  family,  long-time 
residents  of  the  house,  and  also  the  present  owners 
believe  it  to  date  considerably  before  that  time: 
possibly  back  in  the  18th  century.     Research  to  date 
has  not  revealed  the  answer. 


While  the  house  has  had  numerous  alterations  over 
the  years,  the  front  portion  retains  its  basic 
colonial  proportions. 
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868  Watertown  Street  -  Between  1848  and  1852 

M.  Lucas-Owner  in  1855 
Thomas  Drew-Owner  in  1874 


Milo  Lucas  was  a  carpenter. 


This  house,  with  the 
gable  to  the  street 
and  off-center  door, 
suggests  the  Greek 
Revival  influence. 
Inside  are  plaster 
ornamentation  over 
the  windows  and  a 
curving  staircase. 


86  S  {^outdKtom  StxtoX 

876  Watertown  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

E.  D.  Lucas-Owner  in  1855 
G.  Learned-Owner  in  1874 


Garfield  Learned  was  a  publisher  and  printer.  He 
signed  the  original  call  for  the  Church  of  the  Messiah 
in  Auburndale  in  1871. 


This  house  has  a 
simple  pedimented 
cornice  and  side 
lights  by  the  front 
door. 


(left) 

816  WatQAtom  StAdoX 
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882  Watertown  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

P.  Stacy-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

Philemon  Stacy  was  a  printer. 


SS2  iJJatQAtom  Stn.Q.et 
886  Watertown  Street 


The  pedimented  facade 
of  this  house  shows  a 
Greek  Revival  influ- 
ence. 


Between  1852  and  1855 
S.  Stone-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 


Silas  Stone  was  a  stairbuilder  with  a  small  shop  in 
the  rear  of  his  home. 


Like  its  neighbors, 
this  house  shows 
the  Greek  Revival 
influence,  but  has 
been  greatly  al- 
tered. 


SS6  i^atoAtom  StAzoX. 


57. 


893-895  Watertown  Street  -  1841 

Adolphus  Smith-Owner  in 
1855  and  1874 

Adolphus  Smith  was  a  deputy  sheriff,  collector  of 
taxes  and  selectman.     At  the  Jackson  Homestead  is 
a  copy  of  a  diary,  largely  a  record  of  vital  statis- 
tics, kept  by  his  wife,  Sarah  Upham  Smith,  between 
1828  and  1885. 

The  Fuller  manuscript  states  that  a  Charles  Rich 
also  lived  here  in  the  1850* s.     Mr.  Rich  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Second  Church  Sabbath  School  and 
was  "remembered  as  a  man  peculiarly  adapted  to  in- 
terest the  young  in  his  addresses  and  clothe  the 
Bible  narratives  with  the  most  vivid  reality." 


S93-S95  {Ucut2Atom  SVizoX 


The  shape  of  this  house  as  shown  in  the  1874  Atlas 
suggests  that  it  was  built  in  five  sections  (three 
of  which  remain) .     One  would  like  to  look  back  in 
time  to  find  the  reasons  for  this  unusual  construc- 
tion.    It  has  been  considerably  altered. 

930  Watertown  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

Seth  Davis-Owner  in  1855 
Jno.  Robinson-Owner  in  1874 
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930  iJJatQJvtom  SViq,qX 

Seth  Davis  built  this  house  for  his  granddaughter, 
Harriet  Willard,  a  schoolteacher.     Harriet  wanted 
a  unique  house.     While  her  grandfather  did  not 
favor  her  choice  of  design,  he  relented  and  built 
it  according  to  her  wishes.     It  is  the  only  poly- 
gonal house  in  Newton  and  has  ten  sides.     She  lived 
to  enjoy  it  only  a  few  years. 

Note  the  side  lights  by  the  front  door  in  the  cov- 
ered entrance  porch,  with  similar  ones  flanking  the 
window  directly  above.     A  former  barn  of  identical 
shape  stands  at  the  rear. 


WEBSTER    PARK  -  Formerly  Webster  Place 

It  is  of  interest  to  learn  that  Alexander  Wadsworth, 
the  distinguished  landscape  architect  and  surveyor 
and  the  man  responsible  for  designing  Kenrick, 
Waban  and  Walnut  Parks  in  Newton  Corner,  drew  up  a 
plot  plan  for  the  development  of  a  few  blocks  on 
the  north  side  of  West  Newton.     The  area  covered 
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both  sides  of  Webster  Park  through  to  Pine  Street, 
along  Pine  to  River  Street,  down  Cherry  Street  to 
Webster  Street  and  then  back  to  Webster  Park. 
This  plan  is  dated  1844.     The  open  area  on  Webster 
Park  is  typical  of  Mr.  Wadsworth's  design. 


79  Webster  Park  -  Circa  1848 

J.  B.  White-Owner  in  1855 
T.  B.  Fitz-Owner  in  1874 

In  1848,  or  just  before,  a  Mr.  Robinson  built  ten 
Gothic  cottages  on  Webster  Street  and  Webster  Park; 
eight  of  these  remain.     While  all  have  been  altered, 
they  are  quite  easily  recognizable  because  of 
twin-pointed  Gothic  gables  facing  the  street. 
Some  other  delightful  details  of  the  American 
Gothic  Revival  period  have  been  retained. 

Number  79  Webster 
has  floor-length 
windows  on  the 
ground  floor, 
pointed  arched 
windows  in  the 
gables  and  charm- 
ing hood  molds 
with  label  stops 
over  the  window 
frames . 

79  lUQ,b^t2A  Pcuik 

Inside  are  sev- 
eral original  features  including  a  lovely  curving 
stairway  and  a  fireplace  faced  with  tiles  and 
designed  to  burn  coal. 

85-87  Webster  Park  -  Circa  1848 

T.  Bissell-Owner  in  1855 
Q.  P.  Beaman-Owner  in  1874 

Quartus  P.  Beaman  was  a  paper  carrier. 

(Picture  of  house  on  next  page.) 
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Here  is  another  of  the 
Gothic  Revivals  which 
has  been  considerably 
altered. 


SS'S7  HJo^b^teJi  Vank 

103  Webster  Park  -  Circa  1848 

N.  E.  Besser-Owner  in  1855 
E.  Hallet  and  Grafton  Willard 
Stone-Owners  in  1874 

The  third  of  the 
Gothic  cottages  is 
also  greatly  al- 
tered. 


/(?3  Web^teA  Vaxk 

111  Webster  Park  -  Circa  1848 

J.  Dix-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Thurs ton-Owner  in 

1874 

Jonathan  Dix,  then  a  boy,  describes  graphically  in 
King^s  Handbook  of  Newton  the  march  of  the  war 
prisoners  through  West  Newton  in  1777. 

This  house  is  number  four  in  this  listing  of  the 
Gothic  Revivals.     (See  next  page  for  photograph.) 
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ni  Wo^b^t^A  Tank 


WEBSTER  PLACE 


15  Webster  Place  -  Circa  1845 

Augustus  E.  Royce-Owner  in  1855 
E.  Upham-Owner  in  1874 

Edward  W.  Upham  is  listed  as  "tea  and  tobacco"  in 
the  Newton  Directory  of  1875. 

This  house  stood  originally  on  the  west  side  of  Cherry 
Street  near  Webster.     It  probably  resembled 
399  Cherry  Street  and  was  moved  before  1874. 

19  Webster  Place  -  Circa  1845 

Brackett  Estate-Owner  in  1855 
E.  Upham-Owner  in  1874 

For  Edward  W.  Upham  see  //15  Webster  Place. 

This  house  also  was  moved  by  Mr.  Upham  before  1874 
from  the  northwest  corner  of  Webster  and  Cherry 
Streets.     It  has  been  greatly  altered. 
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WEBS  TER  STREET 


14  Webster  Street  -  1853 

David  Sanger-Owner  in  1855 
J.  Q.  A.  Hawkes-Owner  in  1874 


14  W^b^tQJi  StAdoX 


David  C.  Sanger,  "c  al 
and  real  estate,"  Wc  a 
first  member  and  cJ  "-rk 
of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  West  Newton, 
and  a  Newton  selectman. 
His  name  appears  on  the 
soldier *s  monument  in 
the  Newton  Cemetery  as 
having  lost  his  life  in 
the  Civil  War. 

John  Q.  A.  Hawkes  was  a 
painter . 


This  altered  house  has  pedimented  dormers,  small- 
paned  upper  windows  and  side  lights  by  the  door. 


18-20  Webster  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

J.  Dean-Owner  in  1855 
P.  Barry-Owner  in  1874 


Small  panes  and  long 
ground-floor  windows 
remain  on  the  gabled 
facade. 


63. 


30  Webster  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

C.  Stone-Owner  in  1855 
C.  G.  Hutchinson-Owner  in  1874 

Charles  Stone  was 
long  a  faithful  tea- 
cher in  the  Second 
Church  School. 

Calvin  G.  Hutchinson 
was  listed  as  "soaps" 
in  1868  and  book- 
keeper in  1874. 

Like  its  neighbors, 
this  house  has  the 
gable  end  to  the 
street,  some  small 
front  door. 

35  Webster  Street  -  1841 

Andrew  H.  Ward-Builder 
N.  T.  Allen-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  1874 

Andrew  H.  Ward  was  cited  for  his  Civil  War  activ- 
ities. 

As  a  young  man,  Nathaniel  T.  Allen  lived  with 
Horace  Mann  up  on  West  Newton  hill  and  acted  as 
principal  of  the  Model  School  run  by  the  Normal 
School  under  Cyrus  Peirce.     He  acquired  35  Webster 
Street  in  1854,  and  that  year  established  the  West 
Newton  English  and  Classical  School  along  with 
"Father"  Peirce. 

Classes  were  held  in  the  imposing  Greek  Revival 
mansion  on  Washington  Street,  previously  used  by 
the  Normal  School  which  had  by  then  moved  on  to 
Framingham. 


30  iJJ2,b^t2A  StAHOX 

panes  and  side  lights  by  the 
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The  school  was  racially  integrated  and  coeduca- 
tional,  rarities  in  those  days,  and  soon  achieved 
a  national  reputation,  attracting  students  from 
throughout  this  country  and  abroad.     Nathaniel  and 
his  brothers  boarded  some  of  the  students  in  their 
homes . 


35  Web^tGA  StAe,^Z  (West  view) 


CQ,ntu/iif,     (East  view) 


In  all,  four  Allen  brothers,  four  cousins,  an  uncle 
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and  Nathaniel *s  wife,  Caroline,  taught  at  the 
school.     It  was  truly  a  "progressive"  institution, 
and  it  is  no  surprise  to  learn  that  the  Aliens 
started  the  first  kindergarten  in  the  United  States, 
in  1864.     Among  the  subjects  taught  were  nature 
studies,  ethics,  current  events,  sports  and  music. 

Nathaniel  Allen  was  interested  also  in  temperance 
and  the  abolition  movement,  standing  ready  to  es- 
cort a  slave  to  Bedford,  the  next  stop  on  the  Under- 
ground Railway.     He  was  associated  with  Pomroy 
House  for  Orphan  Girls,  the  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind,  the  Newton  Musical  Association  and  the  West 
Newton  Athenaeum. 

The  Allen  Homestead  is  of  impressive  proportions 
and  features  pedimented  gables,  corner  pilasters 
and  two-story  fluted  Ionic  columns.     The  long 
ground-floor  windows  are  triple-hung. 

The  Newton  Historic  Preservation  Association  has 
taken  over  the  property  which  is  now  on  the  National 
Register.     It  is  being  carefully  restored  and  will 
house  Allen  archives. 

38-40  Webster  Street  -  Circa  1844 

0.  Lucas-Owner  in  1855 
Dr.  A.  W.  Whitney-Owner  in 

1874 

Oscar  F.  Lucas  was  a  carpenter. 

Dr.  Allston  W.  Whitney,  a  local  doctor,  was  a 
brigade  surgeon  of  the  13th  Mass.  Regiment,  serv- 
ing for  three  years. 

Research  indicates  that  this  house  was  moved  from 
the  south  side  of  Washington  Street  when  the  rail- 
road tracks  were  lowered  in  the  1890' s.     The  first- 
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floor  windows  are  triple-hung  with  small  panes; 
label  moldings  ornament  the  frames.     There  are  side 
lights  and  a  transom  at  the  front  door  and  quoin 
trim  at  the  corners  of  the  house.     A  unique  feature 
is  a  tower  of  Italianate  style  which  was  added  at 
a  later  date.     Originally  38-40  Webster  must  have 
closely  resembled  90  Elm  Street,  but  lost  its  porch 
around  the  turn  of  the  century. 

102-104  Webster  Street  -  Circa  1848 

E.  Wiswall-Owner  in  1855 
Mrs.  S.  Broughton-Owner  in 

1874 

Edmund  T.  Wiswall  was  connected  with  the  Newton 
Musical  Association. 

Here  is  another  of  Mr.  Robinson *s  Gothic  Revival 
cottages.     Note  the  Gothic  windows  in  the  twin 
peaks.     Original  side  lights  at  the  door  have  been 
partially  filled  in.     In  this  particular  cottage 
the  square  section  between  the  gables  has  a  hipped 
roof.     (See  picture  on  next  page.) 
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102-104  Wtb^t2A  StAdU 

110-112  Webster  Street  -  Circa  1848 

A.  C.  Sturtevant -Owner 

in  1855 
J.  M.  Bassett-Owner  in 
1874 


James  N.  Bassett  was  a  farmer. 


the  next  page.) 
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Among  the  exceptional  features  of  this  Gothic  Re- 
vival cottage  are  leaded  glass  side  lights  and  a 
transom  of  handsome  design.     Here  again  are  label 
moldings  over  the  door  and  windows.     Applied  Vic- 
torian trim  ornaments  the  flat-roof  section  between 
the  peaks.     Inside  are  a  graceful  stairway  and 
beautifully  carved  fireplace. 

120  Webster  Street  -  Circa  1848 

Ashael  Wheeler-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  1874 

Ashael  Wheeler  is  listed  as  "paints." 

Like  its  next-door  neighbor,  this  house  has  label 
molding  over  the  door,  small  transom  and  half  side 
lights.     There  is  applied  trim  on  the  upper  center 
section.     The  small  railing  along  the  roof  of  the 
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120  Wo^b^tQA  St/i^U 

full-length  porch  may  not  have  been  original.  Note 
the  variations  in  the  treatment  of  small  windows 
in  the  front  gables.     Some  have  the  Gothic  arch 
separated  from  the  window  and  others  incorporate  it 
into  the  window  design. 


125  Webster  Street  -  Probably  circa  1850 

^~      Caroline  May-Owner  in  1874 


While  this  house 
does  not  show  on 
the  1855  map,  it 
is  believed  that 
it  was  moved  to 
this  location  be- 
fore 1874.  From 
its  architectural 
features  it 
would  seem  to 
qualify  for  this 
study.     It  is  of 
Italianate  in- 
fluence with 
simple  bracket- 
ed posts  at  the 
porch.  There 


125  bJzb^tdK  StAQ,(U 
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are  floor-length  windows  on  the  first  floor,  and 
under  the  deep  cornice  with  returns  is  an  arched 
window  with  molded  trim. 

126-128  Webster  Street  -  Early  1800 's 

Nathaniel  Fuller-Probably 
the  first  owner 

Nathaniel  Fuller,  Jr. -Sec- 
ond owner 

Rev.  Lyman  Gilbert  and 

Jeremiah  Allen- 
Occupants  in  1855 

George  Fuller-Owner  in  1874 

Nathaniel  Fuller,  Sr.  married  Elizabeth  Jackson,  a 
descendant  of  Edward  Jackson,  in  1786  and  moved 
to  Jay,  Maine.     Upon  their  return  to  Newton  in 
1796,  they  first  lived  in  a  Washington  Street  house 
near  the  present  Dunstan  Street;  later  they  moved 
into  this  house  which  then  stood  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Washington  Street  across  from  Elm  Street. 
Eventually  one  half  of  the  house  was  occupied  by 
Nathaniel  Fuller,  Jr. ,  who  was  in  the  chaise  and 
harness-making  business.     He  planted  many  trees  in 
West  Newton  and  was  prominent  in  the  building  of 
the  West  Parish  Church  in  1848. 

The  Rev.  L3mian  Gilbert  came  to  Newton  from  Middle- 
boro,  Vermont  and  was  ordained  colleague  pastor 
with  Rev.  William  Greenough  of  the  West  Parish  in 
1828.     He  became  pastor  in  1831,  a  position  which 
he  held  until  1856.     He  was  an  early  worker  for 
temperance  and  education  and  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Committee  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

In  1859  Jeremiah  Allen  sold  the  house  to  George 
Fuller,  son  of  Nathaniel,  Jr..     George  had  learned 
the  trade  of  fine  carriage,  sign  and  ornamental 
painting  and  carried  on  a  business  in  Charlestown 
until  1856.     Then  he  returned  to  Newton  to  go  into 
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126-  128  Web^te/L  StAo^oX  i^om  19th  czntu^y  photoQnapk, 

business  with  his  father.     He  was  a  prominent  Mason. 

In  the  mid-1890 *s  the  house  was  moved  to  its  present 
location. 

This  simple  colonial  structure  of  good  proportions 
has  supporting  beams  of  split  logs.     There  are  side 
lights  at  the  entrance.     Some  rooms  have  posts  at 
the  outside  corners  and  wide  floorboards.     The  pic- 
ture shows  the  unusually  substantial  chimneys  of  an 
earlier  day. 


141  Webster  Street  -  Between  1852  and  1855 

D.  Blanchard-Owner  in  1855 
N.  Weston,  Jr. -Owner  in  1874 


N.  Weston,  Jr.  was  a 
lawyer  at  38  Old  State 
House,  Boston. 


Eave  brackets  distinguish  | 
this  house. 


(Right)   141  W2.b6t^A 
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144  Webster  Street  -  Circa  1855  (?) 

■  G.  L.  V.  Tyler-Owner  in  1874 

George  LeVan  Tyler  is  listed  as  a  dial  printer  in 
the  directory  of  1868. 

This  Victorian  traditional  with  paired  brackets, 
side  lights  at  the  entrance,  bracketed  posts  and 
filigree  railing  on  the  porch  would  seem  to  qualify 
architecturally  for  this  study.     If  so,  it  must 
have  been  moved  here  between  1855  and  1874. 

152  Webster  Street  -  1812  or  1817 

A  schoolhouse  in  1855 

J.  Mansfield-Owner  in  1874 

Jared  Mansfield  was  a  bookkeeper. 


152  i^ioh^tVi  StKnzt 


It  is  believed  that  this  cottage  was  originally 
Seth  Davis*  famous  school,  which  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Davis  School  on  Waltham  Street, 
and  was  moved  in  1856.     The  Fuller  manuscript  re- 
fers to  "a  pretty  school  building  with  a  belfry." 

In  this  school  Seth  Davis*  students  sat  in  private 
booths  around  the  room,  and  by  an  ingenious  arrange- 
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ment  of  mirrors,  could  all  be  watched  individually. 

An  unusual  Victorian  design  was  introduced,  prob- 
ably when  the  structure  became  a  dwelling.  Four 
Ionic  pilasters  are  spaced  against  the  facade. 

166  Webster  Street  -  Circa  1848 

Gideon  Dexter-Owner  in  1855 
R.  A.  Lindley-Owner  in  1874 

A  Rienzi  M.  Lindley  was  a  patternmaker. 


This  is  another 
Gothic  Revival 
which  retains  the 
label  molding. 
Decorative  tri- 
angles over  the 
second-floor  win- 
dows repeat  the 
lines  of  the 
twin  peaks. 
There  are  tran-        166  \}J(lb^tQA  StAQ^oX 
som  and  side 

lights  at  the  doorway  and  long  first-floor  windows. 
The  house  is  being  restored. 
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A  POSTSCRIPT  FOR  THOSE  PLANNING  TO  RESTORE  OR  UPDATE 
AN  OLD  HOUSE 

QUESTIONS  TO  ASK  — . 

How  old  is  the  house?  -  The  Jackson  Homestead  may 
be  able  to  help  you  answer  this  question. 

What  did  it  look  like  when  it  was  built?  -  It  is 
possible  early  pictures  are  available  at  the 
Homestead  or  the  Library. 

How  much  has  it  been  altered? 

Is  it  basically  sound? 

IMPORTANT  DONT^S 

-  cover  original  outside  wall  materials 

-  conceal  the  original  foundation 

-  add  dormers  (except  in  the  rear) 

-  attempt  to  "colonialize"  a  Victorian  house 

-  remove  Victorian  detail  from  a  Victorian  house 

-  alter  the  entrance  to  a  period  different  than 
the  house 

-  remove  original  porches  or  their  trim. 

-  discard  small-paned  windows  if  they  are 
original 

-  fill  in  floor-length  windows. 

-  remove  inside  or  outside  original  shutters  and 
replace  with  those  of  wrong  size  or  shape. 
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DON'TS  -  continued 

-  rip  out  period  woodwork  and  mantels. 

-  remove  or  cover  original  fireplaces. 

WHO  CAN  HELP? 

Historians     (Call  the  Jackson  Homestead) 

An  accredited  architectural  historian 

Newton  Housing  Rehabilitation  Fund  of  the 
Newton  Community  Development  Program 

A  reliable  builder  interested  particularly 
in  old  houses. 

MORE  QUESTIONS  TO  ASK  - 

What  will  the  desired  changes  cost? 

What  can  I  afford  to  spend? 

Can  the  work  be  done  in  stages? 

Can  my  family  and  I  do  some  of  it  ourselves? 

TO  REMEMBER 

Old  can  be  beautiful! 

Thoughtful  T(ender)  L(oving)  C(are)  can 
work  wonders. 

A  tastefully  restored  older  property  has  a 
personality  and  unique  character  impossible 
to  duplicate, 

BE  PROUD  OF  YOUR  OLD  HOUSE! 


NOTES 


NOTES 


NOTES 


